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Kenrick is not badly characterised by the following
epigram, written by himself to his own honour:

e The wits who drink water, and suck sugar-candy,
Impute the strong spirit of Kenrick to brandy.
They are not so much out; the matter in short is,
He sips aqua-vita, and spits aqua-fortisS

However, Garrick very properly moved tfie Court of
KingV Bench, in the person of the famous Dunning, for
leave to file an information for the libel, and retained
Wallace, Dunning, Mansfield, and Murphy.

Foote, I have been told, did not conduct himself with
the fortitude that became so great a man, and was melted
into tears by the declaration of his innocence. But it is
wrong to assume the possession of great mental firmness
from the unrestrained sallies of satire, and the desperate
imprudence of wit. I have frequently been astonished at
such retrocessions of spirit. It will be a source of constant
regret to me that I never enjoyed the conversation talents
of Foote; a reverend friend of mine felt himself, to use his
own strong expression, in a state ofc intellectual rapture/
and I once hoped that he might preserve by writing some
record of the c delight which quite bewildered him/ But
I fear the period for any exertion with the pen is past.

Murphy sadly disappointed the world by his Life of
Garrick^ which in fact, however difficult such a process
must have been, sunk below the level of Tom Davies. He
promised us a life of Foote, and I for one did suppose that
he might have made collections for it, during their long and
close intimacy; but I do not think he really had much
anecdote in his stores; and, when I used to meet him, his
collection was very scanty and too frequently repeated.
Murphy never gave his life of Foote. When he died,
however, we had a slight, a very slight compensation, in
Foote's Life of Murphy. Foote's name, like that of Selwyn,
or Quin, or Jekyl, is the synonym of humour; and fre-
quently appropriates the invention of another brain. I
cannot course him through the Encyclopedia of Wit.

I stop to give one instance of the readiness of his wit,
which I do not fancy to be common. Foote was to dine
in the country, and the whole of the party was assembled,